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Be it the backward or the forward view.1

Fulfil ye then your course, lest ye be lost!

See that this moment pass not fay for nought !2 (1004)

E'en as a border city guarded well

Within, without, so guard ye well yourselves!

See that the moment pass not and be lost,

For many mourn in woe that moment past.   (1005)

Now one day, seeing the venerable Kofthita the Great,
he spoke three stanzas proclaiming his excellence :3

Whoso serene and calm, dead to the world,

Can utter wisdom's runes with wit unswelled.

Unruffled, he doth shake off naughty things,

As they were forest-leaves by wind-god blown. (1006)

Wlioso serene and calm, dead to the world,

Can utter wisdom's runes with wit unswelled,

Unruffled, he doth strip off naughty things,

As they were forest-leaves by .wind-god blown. (1007)

Calm and serene, by vice unharassed, free

From all that hinders clarity of mind,

Lovely in virtue, of discerning wit,

He should End-maker be of suffering.   (1008)

The following was said concerning the Yajjians who
believed in Devadatta,4 and approved of his doctrine:

Some5 souls there be on whom none should rely,
Be they housef oik, or e'en among recluses.

1 Standing in middle-life and looking at old age or youth (Com-
mentary). In these four lines the sloka is exchanged for an irregular
Species of verse. Bead ubhayena-m-iday.

s Of. verses 403, 653; Sistsrs, verse 5.

*  Curiously enough the first is ascribed to Kotthita himself.   Bee II.
4 On the career of Devadatta, first cousin to the Buddha, see Vinaija.

Text*, L 228 /, 233 /., especially 239 ff. Cf. Aft&ufct, i. 162 /.
SSriputia, who had previously sung his praises, was appointed to
proclaim him a renegade, whose very virtues were untrustworthy.

*  On ekatiyesu (Cy. ek&ccew,\ see Trenekner, Pali Miscellany, p. 56